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    Nova Scotia Government Retired Employees Association, Region 3 

M I N U T E S 

Tuesday, October 15, 2019 

The regular meeting of Region 3 was held on Tuesday, October 15, 2019, in Boardrooms A and 
B of the NSGEU Building at 255 John Savage Avenue in Burnside. There were 20 members in 
attendance.  

CALL TO ORDER   The meeting was called to order at 1:35 p.m. by President Don Goss. 

Program on Seniors’ Issues in the Federal Election   President Goss welcomed everyone to 
the meeting and asked Ian Johnson to introduce our speakers for the program portion of the 
meeting. Ian introduced Bill VanGorder (Past Chair of CARP Nova Scotia Chapter, and Bill 
Berryman (President, Nova Scotia Retired Teachers Organization).  Both discussed their 
respective organizations’ efforts to bring several key issues to the attention of all the major 
political parties in this election campaign.  There were copies of key documents from both which 
were made available to everyone present.  A lively discussion followed their presentations. 
 
INTRODUCTIONS  President Don Goss invited everyone at the meeting to introduce 
themselves. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA   President Don Goss asked for any additions or changes to the 
tentative agenda for today’s meeting. Derrill Hynick said he would talk about indexing for the 
PSSP and the long-term security of this Plan. Judy Ritchie moved, and Jean Petrie seconded 
that the Agenda be approved as revised. Carried 

MINUTES FROM THE MAY 16 Meeting  Judy Ritchie moved and Donna Angel seconded that 
the draft minutes of the Region 3 meeting on May 16th be approved as circulated. President 
Bernie Conrad asked that the sentence in the President’s Council Report: “Apparently, Dave 
Peters asked that Bernie [Conrad] take on that position [NSGREA Rep on PSSP Board]” be 
removed as it was not an accurate statement. Carried.  

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
I. AGM draw for 4 Convention registrations:  President Goss reported that Ruth 

Morse, Susan Kidson, Derrill Hynick and Judy Ritchie were the four Region 3 
members whose Convention registration was paid by our Region, as agreed at the 
May 16th meeting.  Judy Richie replaced Marian Chisholm who was unable to attend 
the Convention.  

II. 2019 Convention update: President Goss reported that the Convention went well 
and all ten resolutions from Region 3 were passed. 

III. St. Andrews Rec Centre update: President Goss said he went to the former St. 
Andrews Community Centre and there is nothing new to report on its renovations or 
when we might be able to hold our meetings at the Centre again. 

PROVINCIAL EXECUTIVE UPDATE   President Bernie Conrad said that this year’s NSGREA 
Convention was held on September 30 at the Doubletree Hotel (formerly the Dartmouth Holiday 
Inn). He noted that there was great turnout, but that 20-25 people who registered did not attend. 
He indicated that one of the two Constitutional amendments from the Provincial Executive was 
passed, but that the other one dealing with discipline of members was tabled or referred to the 
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newly proposed Constitution and Bylaws Review Committee. He confirmed all the Region 3 
resolutions were passed.   

In response to a question, he said e-transfers for the payment of NSGREA memberships are 
still being investigated although the Credit Union has said they are very labour intensive to 
process. Another option to be considered is for members to give their money for membership 
renewals to the Regional Executive who will get them to the Provincial Office.  Bernie moved 
and Ernie seconded that this Provincial Executive update be approved. Carried.   

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 35th Anniversary Region 3:  President Don Goss reported that the Region 3 Executive 
submitted at the end of August five ideas of local events for the 35th Anniversary of 
NSGREA next year.  They included a tour of the Art Galley of Nova Scotia, a special 
luncheon at Murphy’s on the Water, a tour of the Old Halifax Burial Grounds, a tour of 
the Halifax Central Library building, and a bowling tournament.  He noted that the 
Executive deliberately set the numbers of possible participants low at 20-30 people.   
 
At the same time, he said that NSGREA Membership Secretary Sharon Braine has sent 
her personal comments indicating that in her opinion, these proposals were 
unacceptable because she felt more members should be able to participate than the 
Region 3 Executive has proposed. Art Beaver moved and Joan Nicholson seconded that 
this discussion of 35th Anniversary activities be tabled until Sharon might be able to 
attend the next Region 3 meeting on January 23. Carried. 

 Education:  President Goss invited ideas for future education sessions at our regular 
meetings. He asked members to contact him or any member of the Executive. 

 Bylaws:  President Goss said that he hoped to have proposed bylaws for Region 3 for 
the next meeting in January. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 2019-2020 Meeting dates:  President Goss told members that the meeting dates for 
2019-2020 are as follows: 

1. Wed. Nov. 27, 2019 for the Christmas Luncheon at the Steak and Stein at 6061 
Young Street in Halifax 

2. Thurs. Jan. 23, 2020 for the next regular Region 3 meeting, Boardrooms A and B 
at the NSGEU Building, 255 John Savage Avenue, Dartmouth (Burnside) 

3. Thurs. March 26, 2020 for the next regular Region 3 meeting. Location TBA 
4. Thurs. May 28, 2020 for the next regular meeting and AGM of Region 3, Location 

TBA 
5. Thurs. Oct. 29, 2020 for the next regular meeting, Location TBA. 

 PSSP Indexing and Long-Term Financial Security:  Derrill Hynick spoke again about 
his concerns with indexing and the long-term financial security of the PSSP.  There was 
some discussion of his concerns. 

Treasurer’s Report and 50/50 Draw 

 Ernestine Gouthro said there was $561.90 in the Credit Union account for Region 3, and 
$116. 40 of cash on hand for a total of $678.30. 

 Ernie Pass won the 50/50 Draw for $15.00. 
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ADJOURNMENT:  Ernie Pass moved the meeting be adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ian Johnson  
Secretary, Region 3 
 


