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                Nova Scotia Government Retired Employees Association, Region 3  

       M I N U T E S                     

               Thursday, March 22, 2018 

The regular meeting was held on Thursday, March 22, 2018, at the Saint Andrew’s Community Centre, Halifax with 
10 members and 2 guests in attendance.  

CALL TO ORDER   The meeting was called to order at 1:40 p.m. by President Ernie Pass.  

WELCOME   Ernie welcomed everyone and thanked them for making it through the bad weather. Introductions by 
attendees were made around the room.  

GUEST SPEAKER   Ian Johnson introduced our guest speakers, Robin MacLean, NSGEU Executive Director and 
NSGEU Pensions & Benefits Officer, Corinne Carey. They gave an informative session about public sector pensions 
in NS for retirees. There was an interesting discussion regarding benefits and several handouts were distributed. 
Cathy Rankin, Public Service Commission, is the person responsible to discuss changes to the Public Service 
retirees’ benefits plan. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA   A motion to approve the Agenda as distributed was moved by Ian Johnson and seconded 
by Brett Woodbury.  Carried. 

MINUTES FROM JANUARY 25 , 2018    Motion to adopt the Minutes as distributed was made by Don Goss and 
seconded by Susan Kidson. Carried.  

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES   Ian Johnson asked for a follow up regarding the four resolutions 

submitted to the 2017 NSGREA Convention from Region 3.  Bernie Conrad reported that all resolutions with the 

exception of the one on Pensions, which had been forwarded to Pension Corporation, had been submitted to the 

Senior Advisory Committee for action.  

 One resolution dealt with Nova Scotia’s Action Plan for an Aging Population and requested further 

consultation and action with 18 months;  

 Another resolution requested that since the Public Service Superannuation Plan goes through a 

comprehensive review of the Plan every five years and that members have the opportunity to provide 

comments and recommendations about what should be done with it, including improving indexing 

provisions and providing larger pension benefits for all members;  

 The third one directs NSGREA to call on the federal government and all provincial and territorial 

governments to take steps to set up a national insured public drug program as soon as possible;  

 And the last resolution directs NSGREA to call on the government to not only reverse recent cuts but 

ensure that long-term care facilities have the funding they need to serve healthy meals, hire and retain 

qualified staff and provide compassionate care for residents, and to conduct a comprehensive public 

review of the licensing, monitoring and investigation of nursing homes and abuse complaints. 

MEETING SITE COMMITTEE    To recap Region 3 was informed that as of end of May 2018, Saint Andrew’s 
Community Centre would be closed for reconstruction for up to eighteen months. The Committee (Susan Kidson, 
Brenda MacAdam & Don Goss) was to make a recommendation on a temporary meeting space today. However, a 
new development came up prior today’s meeting. President Ernie Pass received a letter on arrival today that space 
would be available for us to meet in The Bayers Road Shopping Centre. The Committee will check out the new site 
for suitability.   
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Motion: Subject to on site verification of the space at Bayers Road Shopping Centre, that the Committee make the 
decision to have our October meeting there or at another venue. Moved by Brett Woodbury and seconded by Don 
White.  Carried. 

MEETING ATTENDANCE SURVEY    As Karen Turner-Lienaux is not available this will be forwarded to the next 
meeting. 

PROVINCIAL EXECUTIVE UP-DATE     Bernie Conrad, NSGREA President, provided an update.      

 NSGREA has requested to meet with the Minister of Internal Affairs to discuss the possibility of having 
annual dues deducted from pension cheques once a year. This would be on a voluntary basis.  

 Members of the Provincial Executive (Ernestine Gouthro, Bernard Conrad and Dave Peters) met with Doug 

Moodie, CEO and Ron Smith, Chair of the Pension Board, and presented their position regarding early 

retirement and the retirement age to enhance the funded ratio of the fund. This would hopefully enable 

the fund to pay better indexing in the future. We also continue to request an addition member on the 

board. 

 The Provincial Executive is trying to obtain commercial discounts for its members.  

 Cost of Health care benefits to decrease on April 1, 2018. All members will receive information on this.  

 NSGREA is preparing a history of the highlights of the association from its inception in 1980.  

 There will be financial assistance to region to plan activities to celebrate our 35
th

 anniversary. 

 There was discussion on the motion presented to the 2017 convention regarding increasing pensions and 
the 2017 review.  
 

NEW BUSINESS   
I. Notification of deceased members  President Ernie read the names of recently, deceased NSGREA 

members: Dave Campbell, a past NSGREA VP; Ruth Balloh, a long time Region 3 member who passed 
away at 92; and Rev. Ray Francis, who gave the convocation and blessings at NSGREA conventions. A 
minute of silence was given in memory.  

II. Convention Resolutions   A reminder that resolutions to convention must be approved at the May 24, 
2018 Region 3 meeting to be forwarded to NSGREA.  

III. Region 3 Nominations   Karen Turner-Lienaux has agreed to serve as nominations chair for Region 3 May 
elections. Positions that are up for election are: President; Secretary & one Executive at Large.  
Nominations can be sent to Karen at: klienaux@bellialiant.net   As well there will be an opportunity to be 
nominated at the meeting.  

IV. Pharmacare Town Hall  There was an announcement that the Canadian Labour Congress will holding a 
town hall meeting to advance the cause of a National Pharmacare Program, from 6:30-8:30 on Tuesday, 
March 27, 2018. 

V. Advocates for the Care of the Elderly  Disappointment that the Provincial budget does little to address 
the long, overdue needs in long-term care. 

 
2018 MEETING DATES   May 24, 2018;  & October 18, 2018 
    
50/50 DRAW    No draw today.  

 ADJOURNMENT  The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Don Goss, Secretary 

mailto:klienaux@bellialiant.net

